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CHAPTER IX.

OF THE WAR WITH THE HIROQUOIS.

A LETTER sent from Three Rivers will furnish
us a Journal of what the Hiroquois have
done during the past year in this new world.

God's ways are none the less just for being hidden.
He often humbles those whom he intends to exalt.
He sends a man in search of She-asses, in order to make
him find a Kingdom. He trains a shepherd in the
use of a sling, to give him the victory over a Giant.
Up to the present time, the Hiroquois have done
almost more good than harm in New [113] France.
They have delivered many souls from the fires of
Hell, while burning their bodies in an elemental fire.
For it is true that they have converted many per-
sons, and that they are the instruments which God
has used for deriving the sweet from the bitter, life
from death, glory from ignominy, an eternity of
pleasure from a moment of suffering,— severe indeed,
but recompensed a hundredfold. When the Hurons
were in affluence, and the Algonquins in prosperity,
they mocked at the Gospel, and tried to murder those
who proclaimed it in their country,—accusing them
of being sorcerers, who made them lose their lives
by secret means, spoiled their grain, and caused
drouths and inclement weather; and regarding
them as traitors, who held communication with their
enemies for the purpose of selling their country. A
strange thing, but truly worthy of note, and showing


